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Message from the Head 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we come to the end of our first half-term, the darker nights 
and colder weather are definately setting in. It has been a busy 
month at school, with many visits taking place and lots of    
excellent learning going on in classrooms. 

Unfortunately, as many of you will know, we had to re-introduce some of our 
COVID measures in school after an outbreak in one of our classes. I am pleased to say 
that this has now been controlled and there have been no further outbreaks across the 
school. I must thank the parents/carers and staff who responded quickly and willingly 
to the changes we had to put in place. It is a stark reminder that the virus is very much 
still circulating amongst the population and, as we head into the winter months, we 
all need to be alert to the symptoms and follow the appropriate guidance. 

Our staff team have started to think about the ‘Dorchester Vision’, and what we want 
it to be like for children, staff and parents to be part of Dorchester. There will be an 
opportunity for you to give your views on what is important when we come back 
after half-term. We want all associated with Dorchester to feel proud of our school so 
it is vital we get this part right. I am also looking to set up a ‘Parent Forum’, where 
you will be able to share your concerns and suggestions in order to make our school 
the best it could be. Further information about this will follow after half-term. 

I am hopeful that after half-term, we will be able to remove the restrictions we have 
in place and welcome parents’/carers back into school to share our children’s learning 
and success. 

From all at Dorchester, have a great half-term break. 

 

I  
Mr Stuart Mills & The Dorchester Team 
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Times Tables Rock Stars 

On Friday 5th December, we 

will be having a whole-school 

Times Tables Rock Stars day, 

where children can come 

dressed up as their very own 

‘Rock Star’. 

The purpose of the day is to  

re-vitalise our focus on times 

tables and show children the 

importance of learning them 

so that they are able to excel 

in maths. 

We are asking for a 50p    

donation for the day, which 

will go towards setting up our 

very own school garden/

allotment. 

 

Chain of Communication 

What’s Been Happening? 
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I just wanted to remind parents/carers of the process to follow if you have any concerns about your child, 
their welfare or their education. 
The quickest and most effective way to resolve any concern is to speak to your child’s class teacher, as they are 
usually aware of any situation. 
If you are unable to resolve it at this stage, you should escalate your concern as detailed below: 
 
Phase Leader: 
Nur/Rec — Miss Spiers 
Year 1/2 — Mrs Horsham 
Year 3/4 — Mrs Robinson 
Year 5/6 — Mrs Tee 
 
If you are still unsatisfied, you should then make an appointment to see Mrs Van der Walt or Mr Mills but 
this should be done after following the stages above. 

It’s been yet another busy month at school with visits, sports and a whole-range 
of extra-curricular activities taking place. 
 
Our year 3 classes have been to Warter to be like ‘David 
Hockney’. They observed and painted the countryside and, 
despite some bad weather, had a great time! 
 
Our EYFS children had a visit from the Fire Brigade to 
teach them about staying safe, especially as we approach 
bonfire night. They were super interested in the fire engine and even had the 
chance to turn on the sirens! 

 
Year 6 children visited Ron Dearing 
to learn all about Science,         
Technology, Engineering and 
Maths. It was great for them to  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  b r i l l i a n t                
environment at Ron Dearing and 

see what they could do as a career in the future. 
 
5EP went on a visit to learn about ambassadors of Hull. They 
looked at key figures in Hull’s history and had a tour of the 

city centre. 
 
EYFS children got dressed up for the day in their 
Halloween costumes — they looked amazing and 
had great fun taking part in Halloween activities for 
the day. 



Attendance 

Our whole school attendance 

for September is: 93.8% 

 

Our target attendance is: 96% 

 

Well done to Reception, our 

class winners for September. 

 

As you can see, only 4 classes 

across the school met our 

attendance target. Please help 

us by ensuring your child 

comes to school on time  

every day. 

If you need any help with 

your child’s attendance, please 

contact the school office. 

COVID-19 
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School Expectations 
As I mentioned in the previous newsletter, we had seen an increase in the number of    
children using bad language at school. Although the number of incidents has now reduced, 
we still have not eliminated it completely. Our stance is clear — we will not tolerate foul 
and abusive language at school. Children will often repeat things they hear so please be 
mindful of your own language around children. 
 
I would also like to remind all parents/carers that staff at Dorchester are here to support 
your children. Please refrain from any aggressive or abusive behaviour towards our team. 
Our staff have the right to feel safe at work and anybody choosing to use such behaviour 
may be banned from the school site. 
 
Finally, in line with the vision and culture work we are doing, staff will be increasingly 
looking out for children who are demonstrating excellent attitudes and behaviour and  
rewarding them accordingly.  

This month, we say a huge congratulations to Dominic in year 6, who has been     
awarded his black belt in martial arts, after a 2-hour examination by his coaches. It is 
great to hear about his commitment to his own development outside of school. Well 
done Dom! 
 
We also want to recognise Archie in Reception, who plays rugby for East Hull Bulldogs 
and has his presentation this weekend. 
 
(If your child has any achievements outside of school, please do let us know so that we 
can celebrate it with them.) 

Class Attendance 

Rec 98.6% 

1LB 89.4% 

1CP 91.9% 

2KP 97.7% 

2CF 90% 

3ER 86.4% 

3SP 95.2% 

4AW 96.9% 

4MH 94.2% 

5LT 93% 

5EP 96.8% 

6AC 90.8% 

6MP 95% 

Your Stories 

The virus is very much still within our community and we have already seen positive 
cases within school since our return so please remain vigilant. 
You can help us to reduce the likelihood of transmission (and an outbreak) by       
following the below measures: 
 Good hygiene and regular handwashing. 

 If your child is symptomatic, take them for a PCR test (NOT AN LFT test). The 
main symptoms remain a temperature of 37.8 degrees or higher, a new,           
continuous cough and loss of taste and smell. More common symptoms of the 
new Delta variant include a headache, sore throat, tiredness and cold-like      
symptoms. If your child has any of these, please book a PCR test. 



Dorchester Primary School 
Dorchester Road 
Bransholme 
Hull 
HU7 6AH 
 
Tel: 01482 825207 
 
Website: www.dorchesterprimary.org.uk 
Email: admin.dorchester@hcat.org.uk 
Twitter: @DorchesterHull 

Important Dates 

**All of our key dates and events are on our online calendar, which you can 
Find on our website** 

 

Thursday 21st October  - Break off for Half-Term 
 
Monday 1st November  - Children return to school 
Tuesday 2nd November  - 5LT Ambassadors of Hull visit 
Friday 5th November  - Times Tables Rock Stars Day (50p donation) 
Week beginning 8th Nov  - Parent Consult Week 
Wednesday 10th November  - Flu Catch-up Spray 
Friday 12th November  - Children in Need Day (£1 donation) 
 

Free School Meals 
If you are in receipt of any benefits and have not already done so, we would urge you to apply 
for free school meals. Not only does this cover the cost of lunches for your child(ren), for each 
child in receipt of free school meals, the school receives £1320, which can then be spent on     
resources for our children to use. To check whether you are eligible, contact the school office or  
visit:  
https://emsonline.hullcc.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=/CitizenPortal_LIVE/ 
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Safety Online 
We know that children are spending more and more time online and 
there are risks associated with this. To help you keep your children safe, 
we advise you to make use of the following  
websites: 
www.internetmatters.org 
www.saferinternet.org.uk 
www,nspcc.org.uk 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
www.childnet.com 
www.o2.co.uk/help.nspcc 
www.safetynetkids.org.uk 

https://emsonline.hullcc.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=/CitizenPortal_LIVE/

