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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Week 34 – 16th June 2023 

 

Message from Mr Mills 
 
What an incredibly glorious week it has been. The great weather has certainly lifted everybody’s mood – let’s 
hope it doesn’t end any time soon. 
 
This week, our year 1 children have completed their phonics check and our year 4 children their multiplication 
check. I cannot tell you how proud we are of all of them. Those that administered the checks are very 
confident that all children tried their best and achieved some excellent scores. 
 
It has also been wonderful this week to do our very first 
overnight visit to another country (one of our 
‘Dorchester Dozen’) – twenty of our year 4 children 
visited Edinburgh, in Scotland. From looking at the 
pictures and speaking to them and staff, it was a hugely 
successful visit, with lots of excited, albeit exhausted, 
children. We have a commitment to offering a wide range 
of clubs and visits so that our children can experience a 
wide range of things. Later this term, we will be sending 
out our visits calendar for next year so that, where we 
have to make a charge for visits, there is plenty of time for 
you to do this. 
 
Stuart Mills 
 

 

Key Reminders 
Hot Weather 
 
Now that are seeing hotter weather, it is important that our children come to school suitable dressed and 
protected. It is a good idea to ensure your child has sun lotion and a sun hat, as well as having a water bottle 
with them so that they can stay hydrated. 
If you are sending your child in shorts and t-shirt, please be reminded that our uniform colours (as per our 
policy) is black shorts and a white or blue t-shirt. Children should not be coming to school in football kits, 
crop-tops or hot-pants, as these are inappropriate. If your child needs uniform, please speak to the school as we 

http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/


may have some spare. 
 
Behaviour and Attitudes 
 
The vast majority of our pupils demonstrate excellent behaviour and attitude all of the time. They follow 
instructions, are polite and respectful and that is down to the high expectation you, and we, have of them. 
However, we have a small minority, particularly in our older year groups, have got into bad habits, which is 
disrupting the effective learning of their class mates. 
We need your continued support with setting high expectations of behaviour and attitudes so that all of our 
children can be happy at school and get the education they deserve. 
 
If you are finding behaviour tricky, please pop in and speak to our well-being team (Mrs Boothby or Mrs 
Gasparelli) or our SENDCOs (Mrs Chironda and Mrs Robinson). Thank you for your continued support! 
 
 

 

Attendance 
Whole-school weekly attendance 93.4% - Below Target 

Class with the best attendance 1/2CF - 99.1% 
5CH – 99% 

Please ensure your child is at school on time, every day. If you are having any difficulties with getting your 
child to school, please contact our attendance officers: Mrs Gasparelli or Mrs Steer. 

 

 

Upcoming events for the next two weeks 
Monday 19th June Year 6 swimming starts (not all children) 
Tuesday 20th June Reading Books Awards (8 year 6 children with Mrs Tee) 
Wednesday 21st June World Music Day (children will take part in activities in school) 
  
Monday 26th June World Science Day (children will take part in activities in school) 
Thursday 29th June Scrapstore working with EYFS 
  
  

All of our key dates for this term are on our website here: 
https://dorchesterprimary.org.uk/calendar/  

 

 

Messages 
Baby News 
 
We have wonderful news that Mrs Hamer gave birth to a beautiful baby girl this 
week. Although she was not due until next week, baby could not wait any longer 
and on Wednesday night, Suzy was born, weighing 7lb 1oz. We wish Mrs Hamer and 
her family well as they face the excitement of the next few months, and look forward 
to seeing her late next year, when she returns to work. 
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What’s been happening in school this week? 
EYFS Year 1/2 

This week in Reception, the children have been really 
busy. They have been exploring pattern through 
number realising that it can include doubling, odd and 
even. Some of our activities have included looking at 
the spots on ladybirds and working out how we can 
change them into doubles, through addition and 
subtraction. We have also started our ‘Talk through 
stories’ and have been learning many different phrases 
in the book, already! Our book is called ‘Can’t You 
Sleep Little Bear?’ and we LOVE it. As if all this isn’t 
enough, we have been making cards for the special men 
in our lives. Happy Father’s Day Dads! 
 
This week in phonics, nursery have been learning the 
sound 'ck' and hearing it at the end of words. In maths 
the children have used resources and rhymes' one baby 
elephant' and 'one little ladybird' to add one more.  In 
literacy we have re-capped the rhyme 'Mr Sun.' We 
have talked about sun safety and looked at things that 
we need to keep us safe in the sun. The children had 
good knowledge of this. In outdoor provision the 
children have enjoyed washing the bikes, scooters and 
cars.  

This week in Literacy Year 1/2 have been learning 
how to write a persuasive letter. Children have been 
thinking about what exotic animal they would like as 
a pet and then wrote a letter to a zookeeper to ask 
him to let them keep one! The children used lots of 
persuasive language and were very convincing in their 
letters! 
 
In Year 1 Maths children have been learning about 
fractions. They have been finding one half of a shape 
and object before moving on to finding a half of a 
quantity. They have used concrete apparatus to help 
secure their knowledge of equal parts. In Year 2, 
children have been working through their statistics 
unit. They have been looking at different ways to 
interpret data including tally charts, block diagrams 
and pictograms.  
 
In Music this week children have been looking at 
creating their own soundscape using space as their 
inspiration. They have also been practising their own 
musical motifs using the glockenspiels. 
 
Year 1 children completed their Statutory Phonics 
Screening tests this week and all did brilliantly well. 
We are all so proud with the hard work they have put 
in all year and have proven this week just how 
amazing they are! 
 

Year 3/4 Year 5 

http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/


Year 3/4 have been extremely busy this week! They 
have been editing and improving their independent sci-
fi narrative based on the Iron Man and have spent some 
time publishing this using their neatest handwriting. 
Both year 3 & 4 have been 
working on geometry in maths 
and looking at clockwise and 
anti-clockwise turns as well as 
acute, obtuse and right angles. 
 
Many of the year 4's have also 
had a fantastic trip to Edinburgh 
over 2 days this week, visiting 
dynamic Earth, Calton Hill and 
Edinburgh Castle! 
 

This week in year 5 we've worked really hard in maths 
to add and subtract decimal numbers, both mentally 
and using column methods.  We have had real 
success completing this objective, even when 
calculating numbers with different amounts of 
decimal places!  
 
We've reached chapter 5 in Aveline Jones this week 
too, identifying how she was feeling opening up the 
first pages of Primrose's diary. We're really enjoying 
this novel and can't wait to see what happens next. In 
science, we continued to look at animals, including 
humans, and identified different gestation periods 
and patterns in vertebrates.  
 
The visitor from York University who came to test 
our science knowledge also was very impressed by 
our behaviour and attitude to the check, the children 
should be very proud of how they represented the 
school.  
 

Year 6 Hive 
This week in Year 6 the children have explored the 
theory of evolution, exploring how Darwin discovered 
the unique adaptations that different species posses. 
They then began to explore other theories for 
evolution that were present at the time that Darwin 
made his discoveries and explored how scientific or 
religious each of these were. The children also chose an 
animal that they felt was adapted to suit their habitat 
and generated information about these adaptations.  
 
Additionally, children explored volcanos - the different 
types, how they are formed, what they consist of, and 
why they erupt. They then studied a few of the world's 
most well-known volcanos and created a double page 
spread to showcase their findings. We have also been 
spending time practising our play - we have a 
wonderful group of performers! 

This week in the Hive we have been exploring 
transportation through water play the children have 
really enjoyed using different resources to move the 
water.  
 
The children have shown off their creative side with 
their hand print cards that they have made for 
weekend.  
 
Happy weekend 
 

 

First Week Back Menu 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Homemade Ham 
and Cheese Pizza 
with potato wedges 
 
Homemade 
Margherita Pizza 
(V) 

All Day Breakfast 
 
 
 
As above with 
vegetarian sausage 
(V) 

Various pasta bakes 
 
 
 
Beans on Toast (V) 

Chicken Dinner 
with potatoes and 
vegetables 
 
Quorn fillet (V) 

Fish Friday with 
chips and 
peas/beans 
 
Vegetable nuggets 
(V) 

Plus, a selection of sandwiches (ham, cheese or tuna) and jacket potatoes (tuna, cheese or beans) 

 


