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Working together in a safe and inclusive environment to develop creative, 
disciplined, and aspirational pupils. 

 
  

The Dorchester Curriculum 

 

The Vision 

Our curriculum vision at Dorchester is to provide children with an ambitious, academic and 

personal curriculum which will open up future opportunities for success.  

 

Curriculum Aims 

 

Our curriculum aims to provide: 

• A cumulative acquisition of 

concepts, knowledge and skills 

which enables all children to 

achieve their goals 

• A creative, enquiry based 

curriculum which promotes 

inquisitive minds, independence 

and a love for learning.  

• A sense of belonging, identity and 

community to succeed in the 

modern world  

Values 

 

These aims are underpinned by our school values: 

• Our school values respect, so our 

curriculum provides plentiful opportunities 

for children to work collaboratively, 

practice active listening, turn taking and 

acts of service. 

• Our school values tolerance therefore our 

curriculum promotes social awareness and 

represents diverse voices 

• Our school values self-belief so our 

curriculum promotes a growth mindset 

and develops independence  

• Our school values empathy therefore our 

curriculum provides opportunities for 

children to view the world from different 

perspectives 

• Our school values resilience so our 

curriculum promotes goal setting and 

problem solving  

Curriculum Concepts 

 

Children will also develop their understanding of identified curriculum concepts throughout all 

subjects.  These concepts branch across our whole curriculum, creating horizontal links across all 

subjects.  They aim to develop flexible knowledge and skills that children can apply to multiple 

curriculum areas.   

                                                       
Compare and Contrast Interpret and 

Summarise 
Written and Oral 

Expression 

Infer and Enquire Predict and Connect 
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Dorchester Learning Framework 
 

 
We have created a learning framework to support our teachers 

in planning, delivering and assessing the curriculum. This 

framework has been devised using research into knowledge 

acquisition and working memory to enable all children to learn 

and remember what we teach.  

Progress at Dorchester means ‘knowing more and 

remembering more’ 

 

Assessment 

We have adopted a three-tier assessment model for wider 

curriculum subjects. Teachers will gather assessment 

information on what children have learnt (and retained): in the 

short term (e.g. within / after a lesson), the medium-term (e.g. 

after a unit of work), and long-term (e.g. at the end of their 

phase or key stage). Assessments will be used to inform the 

learning moving forward. 
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Curriculum Timetabling 

At Dorchester, we want to ensure that we celebrate the talents of all pupils and provide everyone 

with opportunities to shine. Therefore, we have calculated the number of teaching hours available 

and have ensured that all pupils receive a broad and balanced curriculum based on the starting 

points of our children  

Maths, Reading (including EARS for fluency and book talk KS1) and Writing (including spelling and 

handwriting are taught daily.  

Science, RE,  PE, Music, PSHE and MFL (KS2) are taught weekly except where blocking of other 

subjects is needed. Computing is built within the curriculum subject areas as well as some standalone 

knowledge 

History and Modern Foreign Language along with Art and DT are taught in alternating blocks per half 

term. 

 

Day Am (Hours) Pm (Hours) 
Mon 2hrs 45min 2hr 25mins 

Tue 2hrs 45min 2hr 25mins 

Wed 2hrs 45min 2hr 25mins 

Thur 2hrs 45min 2hr 25mins 
Fri 2hrs 45min 2hr 25mins 

 

Curriculum Area Hours per day Weekly (B = Blocked) Hours Per Year 

English    

Reading 1 5 hrs 185 hours 

Reading-Fluency 15 mins 1hr 15 mins 46 hours 

   231 hour 

Writing 45 mins 4 hr 15 mins 157 hours 

- Handwriting 10 mins 50 mins 30 

- Spelling 10mins 50mins 30 

   217 hours 

Maths    
Maths 1 5 185 hours 

Computer Sciences    

Science - 1hr 35 hours 

Computing - 45 mins 26 hours 

Creative    

Art - 1hr 30mins (B) 24 hours 

Design and Technology - 1hr 30 mins (B) 24 hours 

Music - 20 mins 11 hours 

Humanities    

History - 1hr 30 mins (B) 24 hours 

Modern Foreign Language - 1hr 30 mins (B) 24 hours 
RE - 45 minutes 24 hours 

Additional    

Physical Education - 1 hour 35 hours 

MFL - 20 mins 11 hours 

PSHE - 20 mins 11 hours 
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The Modern Foreign Language 
Curriculum 

 

The Modern Foreign Language Vision 
At Dorchester our vision is that through learning another language children will be given the valuable 

opportunity to develop positive attitudes to and respect for languages and cultures other than their 

own. We aim to foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of both the world around them 

and their own language. Our children will be able to acquire and develop language skills, using what 

they have learned in a range of contexts with increasing competence and confidence. 

 

Modern Foreign Language Curriculum  

 

Our Modern Foreign Language curriculum 

will: 

• Teach the children key substantive 

knowledge through four key lenses: 

Place Modern Foreign Language, 

Locational Modern Foreign Language, 

Human Modern Foreign Language 

and Physical Modern Foreign 

Language. 

• Teach the substantive concepts of 

Space, Place, Connection, 

Environmental interaction, Physical 

and Human processes, and Cultural 

Diversity and build on these year by 

year. 

• Teach the procedural skills of   

Mapwork and Fieldwork 

• Ensure children know more, 

remember more and can do more in 

Modern Foreign Language. 

 

 

 

Personal Development in the Modern Foreign 

Language curriculum 

 

• Citizenship – we nurture students' understanding of 

citizenship, their sense of belonging, and their role 

in shaping the world around them by learning about 

our local communities and how they have changed 

over time, by exploring cultural diversity in places 

studied and by learning about the 

interconnectedness of places. 

• Character – we promote empathy and compassion 

through learning about different cultures and 

places across the world, encouraging responsibility 

towards shaping the Modern Foreign Language of 

an area by learning about environmental impact 

humans have on a place and encourage 

collaboration and teamwork through fieldwork and 

map work. 

• British Values –we explore democracy within how 

settlements are shaped and changes are made; how 

rules of law are used with places to maintain order 

and fairness including environmental and planning 

laws and learn about mutual respect and tolerance 

by exploring diverse cultures and places.  

• Inclusion and equal opportunities – we promote 

inclusion and equal opportunities by ensuring 

diverse and multicultural representations of places.   

• Wider opportunities – we give opportunities to visit 

places different to their own or listen to guests 

from other places 



 

 
Modern Foreign Language Knowledge Overview 

                                                      
                                                                                                              
    

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary Phonetics Grammar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Culture Language Communication 

Through the lens of ‘culture’ children will learn to appreciate 
different countries, cultures, communities, and people who 
speak Spanish around the world. 
 

Through the lens of language children will understand and 
respond to spoken and written language.  They will discover 
and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the 
language studied. 

Through the lens of communicate children will speak 
with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, 
finding ways of communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking questions, and 
continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation. 
 

Lenses 

Speak Write 

Substantive Concepts 

Procedural and 
Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Listen Read 
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Curriculum Concepts in the Modern Foreign Language Curriculum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compare and Contrast –  
Comparing contrasting places across the 
world and locally.   

Interpret and Summarise – 
Children will use maps, data and other 
sources to interpret and summarise the key 
information about a place or process.  They 
will collect their own data during fieldwork 
which they will interpret and summarise.  

Infer and enquire- 
Children will use a range of sources to infer 
about different places and enquire how 
places have stayed the same and changed 
over time.  

Predict and Connect- 
Children will make connections between all 
aspects of their Modern Foreign Language 
work.  They will connect locations based on 
physical processes, climates and 
vegetation.  They will connect the way 
places might be similar and different to 
their own locality.  

Written and Oral Expression – 
Reading, writing and using geographical 
terms, explaining processes and 
trends, presenting and 
interpreting data 
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Modern Foreign Language MTP 
 
 

 

Term EYFS/KS1 Year 3 and 4 Cycle 1 Year 3 and 4 Cycle 2 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 We aim to give the EYFS 
and KS1 children 

confidence in learning a 
new language to ready 

them for formal learning 
in KS2.  We do this by 
introducing Spanish 
speaking countries 

around the world and 
some elements of their 

culture along with some 
basic Spanish 

vocabulary during 
specialist days and 

within other areas of 
learning. 

 
  By the end of KS1 we 

hope children are aware 
that Spanish is a spoken 
language and some will 
be to repeat some basic 

phrases. 

 
Greetings and Spanish-speaking countries 

 
Children will learn to: 
 

• Say my name 

• Say the times of day 

• Say how they fell 

• Say number 1-20 

• Say the alphabet 

 
Extension 

• Ask and answer greetings linked to 

their name and how they feel 

 
 
 
 

 
Greetings and Spanish-speaking 

countries 
 

Children will learn to: 
 

• Say my name 

• Say the times of day 

• Say how they fell 

• Say number 1-20 

• Say the alphabet 

 
Extension 

• Ask and answer greetings 

linked to their name and how 

they feel 

 

Asi Soy yo -This is me!      
 

Children will learn to: 
• Saying my name, describe myself and say my age 
• Saying which month my birthday is in 
• Finding out about the use of capital letters on the 

months 
  
Phonics: 
      

Describo un monstruo – describe 
my Monster  

 

Children in year 6 will 
• Describing masculine, 

feminine and plural parts of 
the head and face using 
colours and size/shape 
adjectives 

• using intensifiers muy and 
bastante 

• using the 3rd person forms 
tiene, es to describe a 
monster 

 
 

Autumn 2 ¿Dónde vives?-Where do you live       

 
Children will learn to: 

• say your nationality 
• say what languages you speak 
• using negative verbs with no 
• finding out about the use of capital letters on 

nationalities 
 
 
Phonics 

Spring 
 
 

 
 

Key Vocabulary (Days and Months) 
 

 
 

Key Vocabulary (Colours and 
Actions) 

 
Eso, ¿qué es? – What is that 
 

Children will learn to: 

Hago deporte – I practice Sports 
 

Children will learn to 
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Children will learn to: 

• Say their age 

• Say the months of the year 

• Say numbers 21-31 

• Say days of the week 

 
Extension 

• Ask and answer questions linked 

to saying their age and their 

birthday 

 

 
Children will learn to: 

• Say colours 

• Say different actions/verbs 

 
 
Extension: 

• Ask and answer questions 

linked to favourite colours 

and activities 

• identifying objects 
• understanding grammatical gender 
• describing masculine and feminine nouns with some 

adjectives 
• adjectival position (after the noun) 
• saying what animal it is or isn’t using es and no es 
• creating strange animals using the conjunction y 

 

• Phonics 

• saying the sports you do 
and play 

• saying the sports you don’t 
do or play 

• giving your opinions of 
sports 

• saying what sports you do 
and play in different kinds 
of weather 

• saying what clothes you 
wear to do different sports 

• joining phrases with 
conjunctions 

  

       

Summer  
 

Foods and La Oruga Muy 
Hambrienta/The Hungry Caterpiller 

 
 
 

Children will learn to: 

• Say the name of some different 

foods 

• Say if you like or dislike something 

• Retell The Hungry caterpillar story 

in Spanish 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Animals and the book El Carnaval 
de Los Animales/Animals at the 

Carnival 
 
 

Children will learn to: 

• Say parts of their body 

• Say different animals 

• Say colours and adjectives 

linked to describing 

something 

• Retell The Carnival of 

Animals story in Spanish 

Me Visto – I dress up        
 

Children will learn to: 
• saying the names of clothes 
• understanding the difference between singular and 

plural 
• describing masculine, feminine and plural nouns 
• adjectival position 
• joining two phrases using y or pero 
• saying what you do and don’t have 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mi Pueblo- My people   
 
 

Children will learn to: 
• saying what places there are 

and aren’t in your town  
• describing the places in 

your town  
• saying where you go in 

your town 
•  saying how you get to 

different places in your 
town  

• giving opinions of the 
places in town and using 
adjectives to explain the 

opinions 
 

  ¡A comer! – Food Ready            
 

Children will learn to: 
• talking about food 
• giving your opinions of drinks 
• giving the opinions of other people about foods 
• saying you or someone else is hungry, hot or cold 
• saying what you want to have 
• joining your sentences with conjunctions 
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Basic Greetings Year 3 and 4 Autumn MTP Overview 

Learning Context Grammar Key Vocabulary Phonics 

Children will learn to: 
 

• Know some Spanish speaking 
places 

• Say my name 
• Say the times of day 
• Say how they fell 
• Say number 1-20 
• Say the alphabet 
 

Extension 
• Ask and answer greetings linked 

to their name and how they feel 
  

 
¿Cómo te llamas?/ 
Me llamo… 
¿Y tú? 
 
(What is your name?/My name is…?/And you?) 
 
Hola 
(Hello) 
 
Adiós 
(Goodbye) 
 
Phonics ‘ll’ sound 

Buenos días 

(Good morning/day)  

Buenas tardes 

(Good afternoon/evening) 

Buenas noches 

(Good night) 

Hasta luego 

(See you later) 

 

¿Qué saludad es?  What greeting is it? 

 
 

The following sounds will be learnt throughout the unit 

Qué tal? / ¿Cómo estás/estáis? (How are you?) 

Fenomenal (terrific) 

 

Muy bien (very good) 

 

Bien (good) 

 

Regular (ok) 

 

Mal (bad) 

 

Fatal (awful) 

 

Uno 

Dos 

Tres 

Cuatro 

Cinco 

Seis  

Siete 

Ocho 

Nueve 

Diez 

Once 11 

Doce 12 

Trece 13 

Catorce 14 

Quince 15 

Dieciséis16 

Diecisiete 17 

Dieciocho 18 

Diecinueve 19 

Veinte 20 

Prior Unit Knowledge Required Next steps in learning Assessment  

No prior knowledge • Extension tasks will be given to able Year 4 to allow them to build on their fluency and competence.  

• Key vocabulary will then be repeated in everyday activities through the school year 

• In Year 5 in the unit Asi So Yo children will build on this unit and start to fluently greet each other in Spanish along with write key 

vocabulary 

End of unit assessment will be in the form of 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Overview-  Basic Greetings Year 3 and 4 Autumn 
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L1: Where in the 
world do they 
speak Spanish? 

L2:  How do I greet someone in Spanish and tell 
them my name? 

L3:  How do I say what time of day it is? L4:  How do I say how I feel? L5:  How do I say numbers 1-10? L6:  How do I say numbers 11-20? L7: How do I say the alphabet? Assessment 

• I know 

Spanish 

is 

spoken 

across 

the 

world 

• I can 

identify 

some 

Spanish 

speaking 

places 

on a 

map 

• I can say my name 

• I can say hello and goodbye 

 
Extension: 

• I can ask and answer questions linked to 

who I am with increasing fluency 

Phonic sound: 

• Pronounce ‘ll’ 

 
 
Key Vocabulary/Learning  
¿Cómo te llamas?/ 
Me llamo… 
¿Y tú? 
 
(What is your name?/My name is…?/And you?) 
 
Hola 
(Hello) 
 
Adiós 
(Goodbye) 
 
Phonics ‘ll’ sound 

• I can say greetings linked to the time of day 

• I know some \ways that Spanish people 

great each other (shaking hands, two 

kisses) 

• I know some things Spanish people do 

during the day (siesta) 

Extension: 

• I can greet people at different times of the 

day and ask and answer questions linked to 

who I am 

Phonic Sound 

• Pronounce ‘ue’ 

Key Vocabulary/Learning 
 
Buenos días 

(Good morning/day)  

Buenas tardes 

(Good afternoon/evening) 

Buenas noches 

(Good night) 

Hasta luego 

(See you later) 

 

¿Qué saludad es?  What greeting is it? 

 
Recap 
¿Cómo te llamas?/ 

Me llamo…/ ¿Y tú? 
Hola 

Adiós 

 

 

• I can say how I feel  

Extension: 

• I can ask and answer questions linked to 

how I feel 

 
Phonics: 

• Pronounce ‘uy’  

 
Key Vocabulary/ Learning 
 
¿Qué tal? / ¿Cómo estás/estáis? (How are you?) 

Fenomenal (terrific) 

 

Muy bien (very good) 

 

Bien (good) 

 

Regular (ok) 

 

Mal (bad) 

 

Fatal (awful) 

 

• I can say the number 1-10 

Extension: 

• I can say numbers beyond 10 

Phonics 

• Pronounce ‘c’  

 
Key Vocabulary/Learning 
 
Uno 

Dos 

Tres 

Cuatro 

Cinco 

Seis  

Siete 

Ocho 

Nueve 

Diez 

• I can say numbers 11-20 

Extension 

• I can say numbers beyond 20 

Phonics 
- Pronounce ‘ Dieciséis’ 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 
Once 11 

Doce 12 

Trece 13 

Catorce 14 

Quince 15 

Dieciséis16 

Diecisiete 17 

Dieciocho 18 

Diecinueve 19 

Veinte 20 

• I can repeat the alphabet 

 
Extension:  I can say the alphabet fluently 
 
 
Phonics 
-pronounce vowels and consonants correctly 
 
Key Vocab/Learning for pronunciation 
Abeja bee 

Elefante elephant 

Iglesia church 

Oveja sheep 

Uvas grapes 

Casa house 

Cerdo pig 

Ciclista cyclist 

Coche car 

Conejo rabbit 

Cucuracha cockroach 

Gato cat 

Genio genius 

Gimnasio gymnasium 

Gordo fat 

Gusano worm 

Helado icecream 

Jirafa giraffe 

Amarillo yellow 

Señorita Miss 

Ratón mouse 

Perro dog 

Ventana window 

Xilófono xylophone 

Zumo juice 

 

 

Activity Links/ 
Resources 
 
Twinkl 
 
 
 
 

Activity Links/ Resources 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqN1ENPfaeQ 

Activity Links/ Resources 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDGNBkVHGrQ 

Activity Links/ Resources 
say hello in spanish for children 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzkLSDs2DGw 

Activity Links/ Resources 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7itI8WhEmVs 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ydJr1Is8xI 

Activity Links/ Resources 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sS6t78QDN0c 

Activity Links/ Resources 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6PkRFzfpms 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7itI8WhEmVs
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¡A comer! – Food Ready           Year 5       Intermédiate Unit  

Learning Context Grammar Key Vocabulary Phonics 

Children will learn to: 
• talking about food 
• giving your opinions of drinks 
• giving the opinions of other people about foods 
• saying you or someone else is hungry, hot or cold 
• saying what you want to have 
• joining your sentences with conjunctions 

  

definite articles 
me encanta(n), le encanta(n) 
(no) me gusta(n), (no) le gusta(n) 
odio / odia 
tengo hambre / tiene hambre 
tengo calor / tiene calor tengo frío / tiene frío 
quiero / quiere 
conjunctions y, pero, también, sin embargo 

• queso, helado, ensalada, sopa, caramelos, plátanos, 
manzanas, patatas fritas 

• question forms: ¿te gusta(n)? / ¿tienes hambre? etc 

The following 
sounds will be learnt  

Prior Unit Knowledge Required Next steps in learning 

definite articles 
negative forms (no + verb form) 

Children will build in the ability to give opinions in their next unit 
in Year 5 about school and then in subsequent year 6 units.  

Lesson Overviews 

L1: How do I say different food words and if I want to eat them?      

Pupils will learn saying some food words saying you want to have 
some of these foods masculine, feminine, singular and plural 
nouns definite articles (el, la, los, las) quiero 
 Essential additional subject-specific information Target phrases: 
el queso, la sopa, los plátanos, las patatas fritas, Quiero ensalada 
y manzanas 
 

     

Activity Links/ Resources 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh7wqp3/articles/zwfbp4j 

     



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

‘ If you talk to a person 
in a language he 

understands, that goes 
to their head. If you 
talk to them in their 
own language, that 
goes to their heart’ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


